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SUBJECT: MBFR - OPTION III: DUTCH VIEWS ON COMMON CEILING 
REF: STATE 246824 DTG 170027Z OCT 75 

1. DUTCH DCM VAN AERSSEN AND EMBOFF DEJONGE CALLED ON PM 
DIRECTOR VEST AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR GOODBY OCTOBER 29. 
DISCUSSION FOCUSED ON THE COMMON CEILING COMMITMENT ISSUE; 
THE DUTCH ALSO INQUIRED ABOUT US VIEWS ON THE TIMING OF 
OPTION III'S INTRODUCTION. 

2. VAN AERSSEN STATED THAT THE NETHERLANDS WANTED TO SECURE 
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ING IN PHASE I. FAILURE TO ACHIEVE SUCH AN AGREEMENT IN 
PHASE I WOULD SERIOUSLY ERODE THE PROSPECTS FOR SECURING 
THE COMMON CEILING AS LITTLE WESTERN BARGAINING CAPITAL 
WOULD REMAIN AFTER OPTION III WAS EXPENDED. THIS LATTER 
POINT WAS REINFORCED BY THE FRG POSITION THAT REDUCTION 
COMMITMENTS AND CEILINGS WOULD BE COLLECTIVE, HENCE DEVALU 
ING THE ATTRACTIVENESS OF PHASE II WESTERN EUROPEAN CUTS IN 
EASTERN EYES. 

3. DRAWING ON ARGUMENTS IN REFTEL, VEST AND GOODBY NOTED 
THAT THE US HAD RECENTLY INTRODUCED A COMPROMISE PROPOSAL 
ON THIS ISSUE IN THE SPC. OUR REPORTS FROM NATO INDICATED 
THAT INITIAL ALLIED REACTIONS, MOST NOTABLY THOSE OF THE 

FRG AND UK, HAD BEEN GENERALLY FAVORABLE. TO ADVANCE BEYOND 
THE NEW US POSITION RISKED INCREASING THE PRESSURE ON 
NATO'S PHASING POSITION AND CONSEQUENTLY GETTING US INTO 
PHASE II ISSUES WHICH WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO RESOLVE WITHIN 
THE ALLIANCE. MOREOVER, THE US CONTINUES TO VIEW THE 
COMMON CEILING AS A VITAL ELEMENT IN THE ALLIANCE POSITION. 

THE US PROPOSAL, TAKING THE NEW PROVISIONS IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH THE PREVIOUSLY EXTANT US LANGUAGE, WOULD SEEM TO MEET 
THE CONCERNS RAISED BY THE NETHERLANDS. 

4. VAN AERSSEN THEN RAISED THE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE 
LINKAGE BETWEEN MBFR AND SALT. VEST REPLIED THAT, WHILE 
PRESS SPECULATION REGARDING SUCH A LINK WAS PREVALENT, HE 
HAD NO PERSUASIVE EVIDENCE OF ITS EXISTENCE IN EITHER THE 
US OR SOVIET GOVERNMENTS. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO A DUTCH REQUEST FOR US VIEWS ON THE 
TIMING OF OPTION III, GOODBY STATED THAT THE US WAS TRYING 
TO SECURE ALLIED AGREEMENT TO THE NUCLEAR OFFER WITHIN A 
REASONABLE TIME. THE TIMING OF THE OPTION S INTRODUCTION 
IN THE VIENNA TALKS WAS AN ISSUE WHICH WOULD BE ADDRESSED 
IN THE ALLIANCE AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME. HE ADDED THAT 
THE US HAD RECENTLY MADE A SERIES OF PROPOSALS ON THE 
MAJOR OUTSTANDING ISSUES IN THE OPTION III CONSULTATIONS 

IN AN EFFORT TO MEET THE CONCERNS EXPRESSED BY THE ALLIES 

AND THUS FACILITATE EARLY NATO AGREEMENT ON THE OFFER. KISSINGER 
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